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The second annual East Central 
First Nations Education Partnership 
Student Awards were presented to 
12 students from Bernard Constant 
Community School in December of 

2022 from Grades 1 to 12.
Award winners were recognized 

and honoured for
“Living the Good Life”

for the 2021-2022 school year.

The awards are based on the following eight categories:
• academic achievement • attendance • humility 
• living a balanced life • love of others • obedience 
• respect of others and self • strength and striving to 

learn the Cree Language.

Teachers at Bernard Constant Community School nominated the 
students and provided the submissions to Principal Cecilia Twist and 
Vice-principal Mervin Whitehead, who then submit the names to 
Pauline McKay, the Superintendent of Education for the Partnership.



BCCS Student Awards - 2022
Grade 1 - Nickolai Stonestand

The student award winner for Grade 1 was Nikolai Stone-
stand. When nominating him, his teacher Heather McAuley 
wrote, “Nikolai is an excellent student and has high aca-
demic marks for the 2021-2022 school year.”  Ms. McAu-
ley noted, “He is very helpful to his classmates and his 
teachers.  Young Nikolai is interested in learning the Cree 
Language and the customs and traditions of the Cree.”  

Nikolai is a powwow dancer and when he dances the 
Chicken Dance at powwows, he loves to show all his 
talents.  He is 7 years-old.

At school, he is fascinated with technology and he likes 
laptops and iPads. He likes homework and his favourite 
board game is Snakes and Ladders.  Video games are 

another interest of his and his favourite is Fortnite.  His 
favourite interests are powwow dancing and basketball.

Nikolai has a dog and his name is Cuddles.
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The Partnership’s 

original goals have 

remained the same 

and include improving 

academic standards, 

student retention 

and the quality of 

education.
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BCCS Student Awards - 2022
Grade 2 - Kalell Moostoos

Kalell Moostoos was named the award winner for Grade 2 
at Bernard Constant Community School.  Kalell, 8 years-
old, was nominated by his teacher, Rachael Walker.  He 
likes school because at Bernard Constant Community 
School, he is with friends and teachers.  Kalell thinks the 
school is big and he enjoys recess time because he can 
play with his friends, according to Ms. Walker.

The Grade 2 Award Winner is enthusiastic about all areas 
of learning, with his favourite being English Language Arts 
as he is always eager to read out loud to his classmates. 

When Kalell is playing a video game, his favourite is any 
one of the various Mario Games.  His teacher says, “Kalell 
is friendly with everyone and he will never turn a fellow 
student away when it comes to playing.  Board games are 

one of the activities he likes and if a board game is un-
available, his friends and Kalell can use their imaginations 
and make up a game.”

Kalell has told his teacher that he thinks he wants to be a 
teacher when he becomes an adult.  He has a keen interest 
to learn and loves experimenting and finding new ways of 
doing things.

one of the activities he likes and if a board game is unone of the activities he likes and if a board game is un

A quality and 

professional Education 

System requires 

consistent and stable 

funding and the 

Partnership receives 

such from the 

Government of 

Canada.
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BCCS Student Awards - 2022
Grade 3 - Zekaya Burns

Zekaya Burns is a kind and soft-spoken individual 
according to her teacher, Zenayda Constant.  “Throughout 
the school year, Zekaya has always been an extremely 
hard-working student who would exceed expectations 
in the classroom,” says Ms. Constant.  “She is a classroom 
role model because she is always respectful to her
friends, classmates and other teachers around 
the school.”

The Grade 3 Award Winner is the type of student who is 
always willing to help others when they are in need.  She 
regularly displays her love for her family, friends, school 
and culture which is inspiring to all.
At 9 years-old, Zekaya’s favourite school subject is mathe-
matics followed by science and art.  She likes making post-
ers with big sheets of paper drawing First Nation people.  She 
likes school because at school she gets to visit her friends.

Zekaya is a powwow dancer.  The categories that she 
dances in are Fancy Shawl and Jingle.  
She loves to bowl and often can be seen at the bowling 
alley.  Other favourite pastimes of hers are riding bumper 
cars and playing games such as Blocks Rocks which 
involves using playing cards to build a tower the fastest.  
On the computer, she likes playing Prodigy, a math game.

Zekaya is a powwow dancer.  The categories that she Zekaya is a powwow dancer.  The categories that she 

Since its inception, the 

participating Chiefs and 

Councils have been adamant 

that the Partnership must 

inform community members 

about its activities by providing 

information that is accurate, 

factual and relevant for its 

members so they can 

understand 

its goals.
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BCCS Student Awards - 2022
Grade 4 - McKenna Head

The student who was selected as the Grade 4 Student 
Award Winner is McKenna Head.  She is described by 
her teacher, Charlene Constant, as an “excellent student 
with a love for learning new things.  McKenna is an active 
member of her school community and is a respectful and 
friendly person who deserves the award.”

McKenna has many interests outside of school and keeps 
busy by working at beading, creating artwork and pow-
wow dancing.  She holds her friends and family in high 
regard, and she often can be found creating pictures or 
some other type of artwork that she gifts to her friends.
At school, she likes all subjects, though art is probably 
her favourite.  Other interests include crafting and writing.  

McKenna is 10 years-old and her goal for this current 
school year, Grade 5, is to be placed on the Honour Roll.    
A dog lover, McKenna has two dogs and their names are 
Kleff-Bom and Bone-Marrow.

McKenna is 10 years-old and her goal for this current McKenna is 10 years-old and her goal for this current 

Since the Partnership’s 

involvement at Bernard 

Constant Community 

School, the nominal roll 

has increased in the 

last few years and as of 

September of 2022, 

it reached 364 

students.
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BCCS Student Awards - 2022
Grade 5 - Leigh Anna Head

Bernard Constant Community School student Leigh-Anna 
Head is the Grade 5 Student Award Winner who is de-
scribed by her teacher, Patricia Gardipy, as an “excellent 
student who had high academic marks for the school 
year 2021-2022”.  Ms. Gardipy says, “Leigh-Anna is 
always helpful to her fellow classmates and her teachers.  

Leigh-Anna is quick to help her classmates whenever she 
sees them struggling.”
“Leigh-Anna is a caring and compassionate person and if 
her friends are in distress, she’s always quick to give a hug 
or lend an ear,” reported her teacher.  “She is one of a kind, 
and I am glad I had the opportunity to teach Leigh-Anna.”

Her favourite subjects are gym, math and art and she loves 
being in the gym and playing volleyball and twister.  
Leigh-Anna is 11 years-old and she liked the fact that 
her teacher, Ms. Gardipy always made her feel welcome in 
her classroom.

The Partnership employs 

professional and highly 

qualified consultants who 

can deliver a wide array 

of services to 

the students.
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BCCS Student Awards - 2022
Grade 6 - Sienna McCallum

The Grade 6 Student Award Winner for the 2021-2022 school 
year has a dog named Goldie who is a Chihuahua.  Sienna 
loves playing outdoors and when she is outside, she engag-
es in various activities.  
She likes Bernard Constant Community School and one of 
the reasons is she enjoys spending time with her friends.  

Her favourite subject at school is art. 
Her interests are art, gaming, reading and school.   She likes 
video games and Mario Kart is her favourite game.
Sienna was nominated by her teacher Sharon McKay. 

The directors on the 

Board of the Partnership 

are members of the 

participating First 

Nations and are 

passionate about 

creating a model 

Education System 

for First Nations.
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BCCS Student Awards - 2022
Grade 7 - Deacon A. Sanderson

The student chosen for the Grade 7 Award Winner at Bernard 
Constant Community School was Deacon A. Sanderson.  His teacher, 
Verna Sanderson, describes Deacon using the following words: 
“Deacon is a quiet student who helps in many ways in the class-
room setting.  He goes above and beyond to be considerate to advise 
students when they are having problems in all subject areas.”
Deacon enjoys math concepts such as coordinate and design, 
decimals, fractions, percents and operations and geometry and 
measurement.  His teacher who nominated him believes that 

Deacon’s interests in life will guide him to a solid career choice in 
carpentry or welding.
His attendance at school, his sharing with others, his love of others 
and his commitment to community service, his humility and his 
strength and perseverance in accomplishing goals all earned the 
highest points from his teacher.
Deacon has a great relationship with his grandfather and he listens 
to stories about the “quality of life” told to him by his grandfather.  

He has learned his grandfather’s skills in storytelling and he has 
become a good storyteller.  
His choice of foods is always towards healthy foods, and he never 
skips a meal.  When he shops for gifts, he always purchases prac-
tical items, something that could be used in everyday life.  Because 
of this approach, Ms. Sanderson admires Deacon’s way of life and 
the values he has chosen for himself.
Deacon’s goal in life is to study astronomy and perform research 
about space.

He has learned his grandfather’s skills in storytelling and he has 
become a good storyteller.  
He has learned his grandfather’s skills in storytelling and he has 
become a good storyteller.  

Under the Partnership, 

Practical Applied Arts 

will be expanded at 

Bernard Constant 

Community School to 

broaden the types of 

programs available 

to students.
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BCCS Student Awards - 2022
Grade 8 - Leigha Sanderson

Leigha Sanderson is the Grade 8 Student Award Winner 
for the 2021-2022 school year.  She was nominated 
by her teacher Michelle Head, noting, “Leigha demon-
strated all attributes of a role model student when she 
was in Grade 8.  Her attendance average and academic 
average were both above 80 percent.”

An energetic student, Leigha completed assignments on 
time and used independent time effectively.  She was 
respectful to all staff and students.  
Leigha participated in the various camps that were 
delivered by the youth programs.  In her spare time, she 
likes to paint.  

She plays sports and is on the Junior Girl’s Volleyball 
team.  Her favourite subject is English and she likes 
to read and to write.  Leigha aspires to be a doctor 
or a nurse.
She has a dog that is a chihuahua/pug mix and her 
name is Lexi.

Teachers are being 

offered ongoing 

professional 

development so that 

their skills are being 

upgraded, which 

benefits the 

students.
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BCCS Student Awards - 2022
Grade 9 - Ava Head

Ava Head was the Grade 8 Student Award Winner in 2020-
2021 and now she is the Grade 9 Student Award Winner 
for 2021-2022.  Ava was nominated by her teacher, Cheryl 
Sanderson, who described Ava as, “An excellent student 
and role model for her classmates.”  Her teacher calls her 
a “very confident and respectful young lady.”

Her short-term goal is to complete Grade 10 with good 
grades and to get all of her credits.  Long-term, Ava would 
like to attend a post-secondary school and become a cos-
metologist and start her own business.
Ava is the Chief of the James Smith Youth Action Council 
and in this capacity, she sets up activities such as cooking 

classes, paint nights and other similar activities for the 
youth in the community.
English and Language Arts are her favourite subjects at 
school and she loves playing volleyball.  She likes school 
because she sees her friends and hangs out with them.
Ava has a dog and a hamster.

The Partnership 

conducts Open Houses 

regularly to keep 

parents informed about 

new developments as 

they occur. 
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BCCS Student Awards - 2022
Grade 10 - Sage Stonestand-Checkosis

A repeat Student Award Winner from Grade 9 in 2020-2021, 
Sage Stonestand-Checkosis is the Grade 10 Student Award 
Winner for 2021-2022.  His teacher who nominated him, 
Josh DePeel wrote, “I had the privilege of teaching and 
being the homeroom teacher for Sage.  I believe he best 
represents this award in his academic pursuits and the 
way he positively interacts with his community.”

Sage’s long-term goal is to attend film school and become 
a prominent voice actor.   His short-term goal is to gradu-
ate from Bernard Constant Community School with a grade 
average of between 80 and 90 percent.  
His interests at school include math and welding and 
sports such as basketball and volleyball.  He likes being 

involved in community events such as hunting and partici-
pating in powwow dancing.
Sage has a keen interest in Japanese culture and he wants 
to travel there and learn about their traditions.
As to being a Student Award Winner for two years in a row, 
he says, “I am honoured by the recognition.”

Elders from the James 

Smith Cree Nation 

regularly attend the 

school and are involved 

in learning opportunities 

so they can share their 

knowledge of their culture 

and traditions with 

the students. 
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BCCS Student Awards - 2022
Grade 11 - Samara Stonestand

The Grade 11 Student Award Winner is Samara Stonestand.  
Samara also won as the Grade 10 Student Award Winner 
for 2020-2021.  Her teacher, Cathy Marion, says, “Samara 
has shown commitment to her studies by completing her 
assignments on time, completing Grade 11 at the top of her 
class and having excellent attendance.”
“Samara is respectful of others, her school and herself.  
She gets along well with her peers and teachers.  She does 

everything to the best of her ability.  During the pandemic, 
she volunteered to help her community, displaying that she 
cared about her community.”
Her long-term goal is to attend a university and graduate 
as a pediatric doctor and work with children.  This goal has 
been her dream since she was a little girl as she enjoys 
spending time with babies and young children.

Samara likes school and math is her favourite subject.  She 
likes playing volleyball and being involved in other activ-
ities that the school offers.  Bernard Constant Community 
School organized a Mental Health Youth Summit that she 
enjoyed and wants to see the school deliver other such 
activities for the youth.

Samara likes school and math is her favourite subject.  She Samara likes school and math is her favourite subject.  She 

The Cree Language 

is being taught in 

classrooms regularly 

and students are being 

challenged to learn their 
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BCCS Student Awards - 2022
Grade 12 - Autumn Marion

Autumn Marion is the recipient of the Student Award for Grade 
12 in 2021-2022 and she graduated from Bernard Constant on 
June 24, 2022.  Her teacher, Priscilla Brittain, nominated her 
and described her “as a strong diligent student.  She attended 
regularly and completed her assignments promptly.  Her strong 
work ethic contributed to her reaching her goals of graduating 
and continuing with her post-secondary education.”

Presently, she is attending the first year of the Arts and Science 
Program at the University of Saskatchewan.  Her short-term 
goal is to secure a part-time job that fits her classroom hours to 
continue striving and studying for her current course load.
Long-term, Autumn wants to complete her first year and then 
apply for the College of Nursing in the fall of 2024.  She has 

always wanted to become a nurse and she describes nursing as 
“her dream job.”
She wants to be a role model for the community and to encour-
age younger generations of students to dream of becoming a 
successful person in a profession they desire.  She wants the 
best for the youth as they are the future leaders and role models.

The elected leadership 

believes that offering 

children a quality 

Education is their 

responsibility and they 

trust the Partnership to 

ensure that students 

will receive such 

an Education.
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Bernard Constant Community School
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Children are the future of 

these First Nations and 

the Partnership wants 

to ensure that students 

receive a quality Education 

that will assist them in 

becoming mature and 

responsible adults.



For further information, please contact:

Toll-free phone number 1-888-321-3236
Local number 1-306-805-5020
Inquiries office@ecfnea.ca
Box 1180 NIPAWIN SK  S0E 1E0
Building Address - 211 First Street West

The East Central First Nations Education Partnership 
(ECFNEP) was created in the fall of 2016 following 
discussions amongst interested First Nations, including 

the Chakastaypasin Band, James Smith Cree Nation 
and the Peter Chapman Band.  The discussions focused 
on exploring assuming governance and management 
of Education in the community composing the three 
First Nations.  

In 2017, an interim board of directors was proposed 
and approved by Chief Wally Burns of the James Smith 

Cree Nation (JSCN), Chief Calvin Sanderson of the 
Chakastaypasin Band (CB), and Chief Robert Head of 

the Peter Chapman Band (PCB).
ECFNEP was duly incorporated and began the process of 
exploring options to create an entity to operate the Bernard 
Constant Community School at James Smith Cree Nation.
A board of directors was created in December of 2019 and 
began the business of directing the operation of ECFNEP.  The 
first permanent appointments representing JSCN were Ellise 
Burns, a retired teacher, representing PCB, Bobbi-lee Head, 
a former member of the local school board and representing 
CB, and Camellia Sanderson, whose children attend Bernard 
Constant Community School (BCCS).   Currently, the Chiefs 
of the participating three First Nations are in the process 

of appointing three more board members, one from each 
participating First Nation.
The Partnership began operating BCCS in September of 2020 
and employs 95 percent First Nation professionals as staff.  
The goals of the Partnership include more consistent and 
stable funding for Education, providing more classroom 
options for students, making the Cree culture and language 
an integral component of the classroom, elevating the 
quality and relevance of Education to a higher level, and 
improvement in the areas of academic standards, student 
retention and graduation rates.  Another goal is to provide 
students with the opportunity to learn through cultural and 
recreational opportunities.
Since its inception, the Partnership has been 
committed and active in providing members of all 
three First Nations with information on its activities 
that is accurate, factual and relevant through various 
communication methods, including audio-visual and 
printed products that contain interviews and other 
information on the activities of the Partnership.  The 
Partnership hosts a website that contains copies of previous 
newsletters and interviews with elected Chiefs, Councillors and 
senior staff of the Partnership and Bernard Constant Community 
School.  Active on social media, the Partnership has a Facebook 
Page and a YouTube channel.

Members of Executive Council 
Randy Constant, Education Director 
randyconstant@ecfnea.ca
Pauline McKay, Superintendent 
of Education paulinemckay@ecfnea.ca

East Central First Nations Education Partnership 
Facebook Page at: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/2090099134560720
East Central First Nations Education Partnership YouTube 
channel at: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxgKl-
z5JAg1Lph5zYdP_-Q?view_as=subscriber
or the East Central First Nations Education Partnership 
Website at: www.ecfnep.ca
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